CHAPTER V

THE HUNDRED YEARS* WAS AGAINST EVEREST, 1823-1933

is a direct and interesting connection between the
I  foundations of the survey of die Indian sub-continent
A and die triangulation which resulted first in the discovery
and finally in the mapping of Mount Everest and its sur-
roundings,
The first Surveyor-General of India, who held the office
from 1823 to 1826, was Colonel Valentine Blacker, C J., and
it is fitting that his descendant should have taken part in the
flight over Everest.
To use the words of the Survey of India's General Report
for 1926, Colonel Valentine Blacker "fully appreciated the value
of a proper basis of triangulation of a high order of accuracy
for the whole survey of India, as is shown by an able paper
of his on the subject, reprinted by Major-General Sir Andrew
Waugh."
Lieutenant-Colonel Valentine Blacker (1778-1826), historian
of the Mahratta Wars of 1817-1819, served with distinction in
India and in 1810 rose to the rank of Quartermaster-General at
the age of thirty-two. His career in Southern India is com-
memorated by "Blacker s Garden" near Madras city.
As Surveyor-General of India, he completed the map of
Hindustan and initiated the first explorations of the Dihang
and Dibang rivers. He was appointed a CB. in 1818, and
died at Calcutta on February 4th, 1826, apparently as a result of
a duel in which both combatants were lolled,
Colonel Blacker executed the first complete map of Hin-
dustan, still preserved by his descendants at Elm Park, County
Armagh. To quote the Survey of India Report:
"The projection he employed was a polyconic one, and
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